Introduction
That the arteries undergo spasmodic contraction, when subjected to trauma or concussional violence, is now a well-recognized fact. Called (Kramer and Todd, 1914) in the case of the upper extremity, and from the continuation of the aortic plexus over the common iliac and external iliac vessels in the case of the lower limb (Woollard, 1926) . These fibres extend only as far as the axilla or groin. Thereafter the limb vessels receive contributions from the neighbouring nerves at different levels (Hirsch, 1925) , or in other words the innervation becomes more or less segmental :
hence the segmentary contraction.
The number of branches joining the vessels of the extremities from the adjacent nerves is far greater and total extrinsic nerve supply is far richer than has hitherto been assumed (Kuntz, 1945 Segmentary spasm and greater incidence in the medium and small vessels are explained on the anatomical basis of distribution of autonomic fibres to the vessels.
